Application of cloned fragments of equine herpesvirus type-1 DNA for detection of virus-specific DNA in equine tissues.
Tissue specimens obtained from equine herpesvirus-1 (EHV-1), subtype 1-infected aborted foetuses were analysed for the presence of virus DNA by means of Southern blot and dot blot hybridisations. The specificity of the methods was confirmed although the sensitivity was inferior to classical techniques such as virus isolation. However, the possibility of detecting the state of the virus DNA and the ability to distinguish between subtypes were important features, and the dot blot method was shown to have potential for a rapid diagnostic test. This report demonstrates some potential practical applications of hybridisation methods for studying the pathogenesis and epidemiology of EHV-1 but also reveals limitations of the techniques.